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Why is Jesus’ ancestry
described inconsistently
in the Bible?

Why is there such a difference between the genealogy
of Jesus outlined in Matthew 1 and Luke 4:23?

Matthew wrote his Gospel story first. He was a Jewish
man who wanted to tell his Jewish audience that Jesus was
the long-awaited Messiah, the savior who had come. He
needed to show that Jesus was part of the long tradition
of the people of God, starting with Abraham, the father
of the faith.

Luke wasa Greek writingto Gentiles. Heaccompanied
St. Paul on his many missionary journeys. His listeners
and readers knew very little of Jewish culture and
tradition. Luke wanted to show that Jesus had come as
savior and redeemer of all races and all peoples. So he
starts with Adam, the father of us all, and says salvation
is now universal. Your last name and skin color are
immaterial.

This belief of universal salvation will reach its fullness
in the doctrine of the Mystical Body of Christ, in which
all of us are included. Christ is the head, and we are the
members of the one body that is the Church.

Keep reading the word of God for more wonderful

insights.
FR. DON KIRCHNER, CSsR
sundaybulletin@liguori.org
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