
Who are the Woman, the Dragon and the Child in Revelation 12? 

6th lesson from the book of Revelation 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Revelation 12 indeed gives us a new revelation of something that has been invisible to 
our physical eyes. Chapters 6-11 from the book of Revelation speak much about the 
suffering of God’s people, the enemies’s assault on the church and the ultimate victory of 
of believers in Christ.  

We read in Revelation 12 the presence of a woman, a dragon and a child. Who are these 
three figures? They symbolize three major spiritual forces that have been at work for 
several thousand years. In order to understand this chapter and these three figures, we 
need to understand the symbols. What do the Woman, the Dragon and the Child 
represent? 

The Woman: John sees a mysterious vision of “a woman clothed with the sun”. This 
woman gives birth to the Messiah, so we Catholics believe her to be Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. Consequently, we often see this passage as strong biblical evidence for some of 
our beliefs about her immaculate conception, assumption, queenship and her role as the 
Mother of the Church. 

However, there is a difference of opinion among the biblical scholars on the identity of 
woman. One scholar says that this woman does not seem to fit the mother of Jesus. She 
is said to be “clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet” (Rev 12:1), and it is 
tough to see why Mary would be described this way. Secondly, when the woman gives 
birth to Jesus, she experiences labor pains (Rev 12:2), but the Church has traditionally 
taught that Mary gave birth to Jesus without pain. Scripture tells us that labor pains are 
a consequence of original sin (Gen 3:16), and since Mary was conceived without original 
sin (Immaculate Conception), she did not suffer this consequence. Based on this view, 
scholars find it difficult to see the woman as Mary.  So who is she then? Let’s take a look 
at this strange vision and see if we can make some sense of it. Specifically, let us look at 
all the evidence put forth by the various sides in this debate and see if we can find an 
interpretation that takes it all into account and synthesizes it in a comprehensive and 
convincing manner. 

The Old People of God: To begin, let’s look at the non-Marian understandings of this 
woman’s identity. First, many people believe she is a symbol of Israel, God’s people in 
the Old Testament based on few OT references. Israel is often described in the Old 
Testament as a woman (Isaiah 62:11), and Jesus was an Israelite, so the image of Israel 
giving birth to the Messiah makes sense. Moreover, the Old Testament describes Israel’s 
wait for the Messiah as birth pains (Micah 4:10-5:3), so even that little detail fits. 
Finally, the strange imagery of the sun, moon, and stars also supports their  
interpretation. This symbolism comes from a story in Genesis where Joseph had a 
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dream in which the sun and moon and eleven stars bowed down to him (Gen 37:9-10). 
Now, Joseph and his brothers were the progenitors of the twelve tribes of Israel, so this 
imagery fits perfectly with the identification of the woman as Israel. 

The New People of God: However, there is a big problem with this view because the text 
also tells us that this woman is the mother of Jesus’ followers (12:17). Some people argue 
that she is actually a symbol of the Church. The New Testament describes the Church as 
Jesus’ bride (Eph 5:23-32), so it makes sense that Revelation would depict it as a 
woman. Moreover, since Jesus’ followers belong to the Church, it also makes sense for it 
to be described as our mother. Nevertheless, there is a problem with this view as well. 
The Church clearly did not give birth to Jesus; if anything, it was the other way around. 
Consequently, this interpretation also fails. The woman is neither Israel, the people of 
God from the Old Testament, nor the Church, the people of God from the New 
Testament, so that seems to clear the way for the traditional Catholic identification of 
her as Mary. 

We will finally have a comprehensive and convincing interpretation that explains all of 
the evidence the text gives us. And that interpretation is the one with which we started 
out. It’s the traditional Catholic view that the woman is Mary. 

In Catholic theology, Mary is “the Church’s model of faith and charity” and its 
“exemplary realization” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 967). In other words, she’s 
everything the Church is supposed to be both in this life and the next. Since she was 
conceived without original sin and kept free from personal sin throughout her entire life 
(as the dogma of the Immaculate Conception teaches), she was the perfect disciple of 
Christ here on earth. Furthermore, since she was assumed body and soul into heaven (as 
the dogma of the Assumption teaches), she has already reached the perfect state that we 
all hope to achieve some day. She has already attained the resurrection of the dead, so 
she is “the image…of the Church as it is to be perfected is the world to come” (Lumen 
Gentium 68). 

Moreover, since Israel and the Church form a single entity, Mary is model and 
realization of the one continuous people of God stretching from Israel in the Old 
Testament to the Church in the New. In other words, not only is she everything that the 
Church is supposed to be, but she’s also everything Israel was supposed to be. As a 
result, it makes perfect sense for Revelation to describe her in ways that call to mind 
both Israel and the Church. 

Birth Pains: The text says that the woman experiences labor pains when she gives 
birth to Jesus, but the Church has traditionally taught that Mary didn’t experience any 
pain in Jesus’ birth. To understand this, we need to go back to the Old Testament, the 
source of this image. We should remember the scripture’s description of Israel’s wait for 
the Messiah as birth pains, and since Mary was an Israelite, she also shared in her 
nation’s metaphorical birth pains as she awaited the coming of the Messiah with them. 
It symbolizes Mary’s suffering as she waited along with the rest of her fellow Israelites 
for the Messiah to come. 
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Comprehensive Interpretation: From all this, we can see that when we take all of the 
evidence into account, the traditional Catholic interpretation of Revelation 12 turns out 
to be correct. The woman is Mary, the mother of Jesus and the model and realization of 
the people of God (both Israel and the Church). Consequently, since she is both a queen 
and the mother of Jesus’ followers, this passage provides us with strong biblical 
evidence for our belief that Mary is the queen and mother of the Church. 

Jesus -Mary and John: Jesus entrusted Mary to the care of Saint John (John 19: 
25-27). In the Book of Revelation – the final book in the Bible – John recalls a vision he 
experienced on the island of Patmos where he saw the Blessed Virgin Mary clothed in 
glory. 

The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible points out that the “woman of Revelation 12” is “Mary, 
the Mother of the Messiah and the spiritual mother of his disciples….And because the 
woman is a queen who wears a crown and a mother who bears a royal male child, she is 
also the Queen Mother of the Davidic kingdom reestablished by Jesus”. It further states: 
“She also represents the faithful of Israel, crying out for the Messiah, as well as the 
Church, attacked by the devil for witnessing to Jesus.” The dogma of the Assumption 
teaches that at the end of her time on earth, Mary was taken up—body and soul—into 
heaven. There, she sits at her Son’s right hand, as Queen of Heaven and Earth. The 
foundation for the teaching is rooted in this mysterious and apocalyptic vision recorded 
in Revelation 12. First and foremost, the woman of Revelation 12 is identified as Mary, 
the one “who brought forth a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron . . . [the one] caught up to God and his throne”  

Genesis account on Mary: We read in Genesis 3:15: “And I will put enmity between 
you (serpent) and the woman (Eve) and between your seed (Satan) and her Seed 
(Jesus). He will bruise your head and you shall bruise His heel”.   

We see the prophecy of Genesis taking place in the life of Jesus. Humanity fell in sin 
because of satan but God did not abandon the sinful humanity to the domain of death 
but wanted to redeem the humanity from its sins and so He sent Jesus to redeem it by 
his death on the cross to remove the curse. Jesus’ resurrection, exaltation, and final 
victory destroyed the devil’s revolting efforts. We see in Revelation 12, a great battle 
which is a dramatic portrayal of the fulfillment of God’s promise in the Garden of Eden. 
The serpent lies in wait beneath the woman, preparing to devour her off spring. The 
birth of her son becomes the occasion for mortal combat.  

The picture Revelation paints serves as the biblical outline for the Church’s dogma of 
Mary’s Assumption. Mary gave birth to the world’s Savior. Because she was the New 
Eve, she was free from the shadow of sin and its consequences and she was taken up 
into heaven by God to join her Son in the place He prepared for her. And in that place, 
as Christ the King’s mother, she sits at His right hand, wearing the crown of the Queen 
Mother. Additional scriptural evidence for Mary’s Assumption lies in the fact that there 
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are at least two foreshadowings of it in the Old Testament as seen with Enoch and 
Elijah. 

We should also note that in John’s gospel Jesus’ mother is never called “Mary.” Jesus 
never even calls her “mother,” but refers instead to her as “woman” (John 2:4, 19:27). 
The Church fathers saw in this language a reference to Mary being the New Eve who 
is also called “woman” in Genesis until after the Fall when Adam names her “Eve” 

Explanation of Rev 12 from the picture of our Lady of Guadalupe: Guadalupe 
means one “who crushes the head”. Aztec Nahuatl word of “coatlaxopeuh” became 
Guadalupe. She called her as ‘one who crushes the serpent’. In the image of our 
Lady of Guadalupe, we see her crushing the head of the serpent. This scene brings 
before us the very first pages of the Bible in Gen 3:14-15 "The Lord God said to the 
serpent: 'Because you have done this, you shall be banned from all the 
animals and from all the wild creatures; on your belly shall you crawl, 
and dirt shall you eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike at 
your head, while you strike at his heel"    

Theophanies of Rev 12 in the image of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Guadalupe  

Clouds: In the image, the Virgin is surrounded by clouds, showing that she is    
from heaven 12:1.   
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Sun: The rays give the sacred image an aura of light. They appear as though they    
are emitted from her, based on the direction of the arrows and the wavy pattern –  
indicating that she’s giving birth to the sun. 12:1  
Black ribbon:  The black ribbon around Mary’s waist shows that she is expecting   
a child (Rev 12:2).   
Moon:  The Virgin stands on a crescent moon.   
Angel:  An angel with eagle’s wings appears below Mary’s feet. Scripture says that  
to fly away, the woman is lifted up on the wings of a great eagle and borne away.    
She is carried by the wings of an eagle. 

 Dragon 12:7-12: John sees another great sign: a great red dragon. The red dragon had 
seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems on its heads; and, with its tail, it swept one 
third of the stars of Heaven and cast them down to Earth. 

Who is the dragon? In the Old Testament he is called Satan meaning "adversary," 
"accuser." Satan is an adversary; he is as an adversary to God and His people. He is an 
accuser, even accusing the Lord God Himself. You may remember his accusation against 
God in the trial of Job, where he contended with God and pompously stated that the 
only reason Job served God was because God had put a hedge about him (Job 1-2). If he 
was so bold as to accuse God, then he certainly does not shy away from accusing the 
children of God. In the New Testament he is called the devil, tempter, Beelzebul, the 
enemy, the god of this world, the power of darkness, the prince of the power of the air, 
adversary, deceiver, the ancient serpent, the father of lies, murderer, and the evil one. 
In Revelation 12 yet another description is given to him. Here we meet the enemy of our 
souls as a great fiery red dragon. 

The devil is described here as a great, fiery red dragon. He is "great"; he is immense in 
size; he is enormous; with his tail alone, he is able to draw one-third of the stars out of 
heaven. To be sure, the picture is not to be taken literally, but you get the point: he is 
great in size. 

His color is fiery red. Red is the color of warfare (6:4). Where there is warfare, there is 
blood. A dragon is an overgrown serpent with cunningness, craftiness, and deception. 
He deceived our first parents appearing in the form of a serpent in the garden of Eden.  

The great, fiery red dragon appears here with seven heads and ten horns, and seven 
diadems on his heads. What are we to make of this? The number seven represents 
completeness and perfection; likewise the number ten represents fullness. Satan is 
pictured to us here as the completeness, the fullness, the perfection of wickedness and 
evil. In verse 3 we see Satan as evil incarnate. 

In verse 4, John turns our attention to Satan's activity. The fall of Satan is described in 
terms of his tail drawing one third of the stars of heaven and throwing them to the earth. 
In his prideful arrogance, Satan once challenged Christ Himself in heaven. When God 
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completed the creation of the heavens and the earth, He said that it was very good. This 
includes the angels. But some of the angels did not retain that original position: we are 
told that there are fallen angels (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). The fallen angels had a leader, and 
that leader was Satan. While we are not told the exact nature of Satan's sin in heaven, it 
would appear that he sought to take Christ's throne.  

Satan does not prevail in his challenge to Christ's throne; he is cast out of heaven and a 
third of the angels with him. Satan has his followers. Satan has his angels. Satan has his 
minions. And notice where they are cast: they are cast to the earth! 

In 2 Peter 2:4 and in Jude 6, we read of the fallen angels being cast down to hell, where 
they are held in chains of darkness. In Revelation 12:4, they are cast to the earth. If we 
put the imagery together and we begin to understand: Satan and his angels’ place is hell 
but they drag their chains with them to earth, where they seek to undo God's great plan 
of redemption. 

We read in verse 4: “And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give 
birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born” Here, in one sentence, we are given a 
description of Satan's activity in the world from the fall into sin to the birth of Christ. 

when we read the story of Herod's attempt to kill the Christ-Child, we are to see in that 
story the picture of the dragon standing before the woman who was about to give birth 
to devour her Child as soon as it was born. All the activity of Satan in the world, from the 
time of the fall to the birth of Christ, is communicated in Revelation 12:4 under the 
imagery of the dragon standing before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour 
her child as soon as it was born.Interpreting this dragon would be very hard indeed were 
it not for John who gives us the interpretation: on verse 9, John clearly tells us that the 
dragon is the ancient serpent. 

How powerfully the failure of Satan and wisdom of God is communicated to us here 
under the imagery of the dragon and the Child. On the one hand we have the great, fiery 
red dragon, with seven heads, ten horns, and seven crowns – a dragon so enormous, so 
great, so mighty, so powerful, his tail alone draws a third of the stars out of heaven! On 
the other hand we have a Child, a small, tiny, weak, and powerless Child. A dragon and a 
Child: The picture of might and power in a dragon is set over against the picture of 
humility and weakness in a Child. The contrast could not be more profound. Yet the 
Child, who can be easily devoured by the dragon, raises His bruised heel to crush the 
serpent's head. Here is the profound and unsearchable wisdom of God: in the weakness 
and humility of a Child the dragon is confounded and defeated! 

Christ comes in the weakness and humility of a Child. A Babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths, lying in a manger, is none other than Christ the Lord. Such is the wisdom of God: 
in the humility of a Child He defeats the great enemy of our souls. Indeed,  “For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than human strength” (1 Corinthians 1:25). 

6

http://bib.ly/2Pe2.4
http://bib.ly/Jude1.6
http://bib.ly/2Pe2.4
http://bib.ly/Jude1.6
http://bib.ly/Re12.4
http://bib.ly/Re12.4
http://bib.ly/1Co1.25


Who is this child? Rev12: 2-5 She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she 
labored to give birth……..She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the 
nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up to God and his throne. 

The woman gives birth to a male child, and this child is destined to rule all the nations 
with a rod of iron (a reference to Psalm 2:8-9). Nevertheless, the dragon is not able to 
devour the child: for the child is caught up to God and to God’s throne. Clearly, the male 
child is God’s anointed (Psalm 2:2), God’s chosen King of Zion (Psalm 2:6), God’s 
begotten Son (Psalm 2:7): Jesus Christ, who was caught up (lifted up) to heaven (Acts 
1:9) to sit at God’s right hand (Acs 2:34-35, Hebrews 10:12) on God’s throne (Revelation 
3:21). 

The Timeline: The events involving the woman, the dragon, and the child appear to 
symbolize historical events that Christians would have readily recognized. 

Pains before Birth: The woman’s pains before childbirth represent Israel’s wait for 
the Messiah or the oppression of the Jews by the Romans.  

To Devour the Child: The dragon’s attempt to devour the male child when he was 
born represents the events described in Matthew 2:13-18. Herod the Great sought to kill 
Jesus, who was then only two years old. 

The Escape: In 70 AD, some forty years after the Lord Jesus Christ was caught up to 
heaven, Jerusalem and its temple were destroyed. By 73 AD, the Romans had driven out 
most Jews from Israel. In effect, the woman fled to the wilderness. 

The point is this: The devil is not a symbol or legend. He is very real. Originally Satan 
was an angel of God but through his own pride, he became corrupt. The devil is God’s 
enemy and he constantly tries to hinder God’s work but he is limited by God’s power. 
Even though God permits the devil to do his work in the world, God is still in control in 
the person of Jesus who rose after death and he is indeed on the throne; He rules all 
nations in meekness and humility. He reigns as a Child. Jesus Himself said, "And when I 
am lifted up, I will draw all peoples to Myself!"  It is at the cross that Jesus Christ is 
glorified! It is at the cross he accomplishes, completes, finishes, and secures the 
redemption of every last elect child of God. There is glory in the cross! In His humility 
there is exaltation! In His apparent weakness there is strength! In his apparent defeat 
there is victory!  

And it is the message of that cross that conquers sinners, and will continue to conquer 
sinners until Christ comes again! The cross strips us of our pride and humbles us. The 
cross empties us of ourselves and kills us. The cross does all of this in order to bring us 
life. This is how His kingdom advances — the gospel is preached, and sinners, dead in 
trespasses and sins, are made alive! This passage brings before us the spiritual battle 
which St. Paul talks in  2 Corinthians 10:3-5 “For though we walk in the flesh we do not 
war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 
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God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ” 

The kingdom of God advances with the proclamation of the gospel of the Cross of Jesus. 
Victory is there in His name. We read in Philippians 2:6-11 Who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found 
human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on 
a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father 

Contrary to the belief of the Christian Reconstructionists, the kingdom of heaven does 
not come by Christians exercising dominion over the political, economic, and social 
spheres of this world — that's not the role of the Christian, and it is certainly not the role 
of the church. The role of the church is to be the church, and that means proclaiming the 
gospel, announcing what God has done in Jesus Christ for the salvation of sinners, and 
summoning men and women to repentance and faith in Him. The role of the Christian is 
not to lord it over the world, but to serve the world, and that in conformity to Christ, the 
only Lord. 

As we eagerly long for the return of Jesus Christ, let us keep our eyes upon our King, 
who rules presently in the meekness and humility of a Child, and who conquers the 
nations with His rod of iron, the gospel. 
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